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Qeorge  F.  Kolbe 


This  article  is  based  on  the  writer's  exhibit  of  bibliographies  of  numismatic 
literature  displayed  at  the  2011  American  Tlumismatic  Association's 
“World’s  Fair  of  Money." 

Numismatic  bibliography  has  a long  and  rather  remarkable  history.  Its 
beginnings  date  to  1579,  65  years  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  sub' 
stantial  book  on  the  topic. 

Guillaume  Bude’s  1514  De  Asse  et  Partibus  Eius  was  a landmark  work 
on  ancient  Roman  and  Greek  coins  and  their  metrology,  written  by  one 
of  the  greatest  philologists  of  the  era.  It  was  followed  in  1517  by  lllus' 
trium  Imagines,  a charming  work  by  Andrea  Fulvio  and  the  first  printed 
book  to  contain  illustrations  of  coins.  Other  works  soon  appeared.  By 
the  1 5 50s,  Aeneas  Vico  was  busy  publishing  impressive  works  in  Italy 
and  Hubert  Goltz,  was  producing  a remarkable  series  of  folio  volumes 
published  in  Belgium,  both  authors  devoting  their  writings  mainly  to 
ancient  Roman  coins.  These  and  other  works  were  chronicled  in  the  first 
numismatic  bibliography  of  consequence,  namely  Antoine  Le  Pois’s  DiS' 
corns  sur  les  Medalles  et  Graveures  Antiques,  Principalement  Romaines, 
published  at  Paris  in  1579.  The  Discours  remains  famous  in  the  larger 
world  of  philological  bibliography  and  typography  for  a delightfully 
engraved  portrait  of  the  author  and  another  remarkably  explicit  plate 
depicting  Priapus,  which  in  many  copies  was  subsequently  excised  or 
defaced  by  religious  and  government  censors. 

By  the  mid' 1600s,  numismatic  publishing  was  proliferating  through' 
out  Europe,  as  was  an  intense  interest  in  the  general  world  of  bibliog' 
raphy.  The  thirst  for  information  on  both  topics  was  slaked  by  Philippe 
Labbe’s  1664  Bibliotheca  Bibliothecarum,  i.e.,  a bibliography  for  the  use 
of  librarians.  Appended  to  it  was  Bibliotheca  Ffummaria,  the  first  ex' 
tensive  numismatic  bibliography.  Given  the  universality  of  the  main 
work  and  an  apparently  small  edition,  this  1664  lodestone  of  numismatic 
bibliography  is  rarely  obtainable.  Fortunately,  a number  of  subsequent 
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editions  appeared,  one  of  which  survives  in  appreciable  numbers.  Clos' 
ing  out  the  century,  Struve’s  rare  bibliography  was  published  in  1693. 

In  the  1 700s,  several  notable  works  came  to  fruition,  beginning  with 
Anselmo  Banduri’s  1719  Bibliotheca  J^ummaria,  followed  by  Franz, 
Ernst  Briickmann’s  1729  Bibliotheca  JT-<''taismatica,  and  including  Carl 
Benjamin  Lengnich’s  1776-1782  multiwolume  work,  of  which  a major 
portion  is  devoted  to  numismatics.  The  key  eighteenth-century  numis- 
matic bibliography  was  published  in  1760:  Johann  Christian  Hirsch’s 
impressive  large-format  work.  Its  delightfully  evocative  frontispiece 
depicts  a “complete”  numismatic  library.  These  works  culminated  in 
1801  with  publication  of  J.G.  Lipsius’s  bibliography,  for  which  a very 
useful  supplement,  covering  subsequent  works  published  up  to  1866, 
was  published  by  J.  J.  Leitzmann  in  1867.  Lipsius  remained  the  standard 
work  for  two  centuries. 

Attesting  to  a vast  acceleration  of  works  on  coins  and,  increasingly, 
on  medals,  these  general  bibliographies  were  succeeded  in  the  second 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  early  twentieth  century  by  a se- 
ries of  detailed  volumes  devoted  to  regional  numismatic  works.  Among 
them  are  Attinelli  (America),  Engel  and  Serrure  (France),  Cumont  (Bel- 
gium), Medina  (Latin  America),  Gnecchi  (Italy),  Rada  y Delgado  (Spain), 
Rysz;ard  (Poland),  Leite  de  Vasconcellos  (Portugal),  McLachlan  (Canada), 
and  Gromachevsky  (Russia). 

In  the  United  States,  books  on  numismatics  began  to  proliferate  in  the 
second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  In  1859,  first  comprehensive 
work  on  American  coins,  Montroville  Wilson  Dickeson’s  American  7S[u- 
mismatical  Manual,  was  issued,  not  to  be  superseded  until  publication 
of  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  in  1988.  In  1858,  however,  the  nascence 
of  “The  Literature  of  American  Numismatics”  had  been  chronicled  in 
a paper  of  that  title  by  William  S.  Frederick  Mayers,  read  before  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  and  published  the  following  .year  in  Nor- 
ton's  Literary  Letter. 

Other  notable  works  of  the  era  include  the  key  1807  van  Damme 
library  catalogue,  Cicognara’s  still  valuable  1821  bibliography,  Soet- 
beer’s  comprehensive  1892  compilation,  and  Froehner’s  charming  1900 
catalogue  of  the  H.  Hoffmann  library.  These  volumes  are  but  a small 
sampling  of  the  many  meritorious  nineteenth-century  works  that  may 
not  easily  fit  into  specific  categories  but  remain  quite  valuable,  for  vari- 
ous reasons,  in  the  field  of  numismatic  bibliography. 
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These  later  books  only  hint  at  the  complexity  of  the  topic,  and  ah 
though  works  on  numismatic  bibliography  have  increased  exponentially 
in  the  past  loo  years,  much  remains  to  be  done.  Christian  Dekesel’s 
recent  numismatic  bibliographies  record  1,148  works  published  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  another  2,825  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  some 
6,000  in  the  eighteenth  century  (only  the  first  of  five  proposed  volumes 
has  been  issued  to  date).  Yet  to  be  published  by  the  Dekesels  are  over 
800  numismatic  titles,  published  1789-1799,  on  the  French  Revolution, 
and  over  1,500  auction  catalogues,  1599-1804,  with  numismatic  content. 
Many  thousands  of  anonymous  and  other  publications  of  numismatic 
interest  of  the  period  also  remain  to  be  recorded. 

A Dekesebstyle  bibliography  of  nineteenth-century  works  would 
comprise  do2;ens  of  volumes;  encompassing  the  numismatic  literature  of 
the  twentieth  century  would  be  a daunting  task.  Elvira  Eliz,a  Clain- 
Stefanelli’s  1984  J\[umismatic  Bibliography  contains  over  18,000  entries 
comprising  "’only  a relatively  limited  selection  of  references  which  the 

author  deemed  basic  and  of  interest  to  most  readers ” Indeed,  the 

Dictionary  and  Auction  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  American  J^U' 
mismatic  Society,  published  with  supplements  in  eleven  volumes  1962- 
1978,  contains  nearly  185,000  entries,  though  included  in  that  count 
are  a goodly  number  of  cross-referenced  titles.  Given  the  remarkable 
diversity  and  quantity  of  numismatic  works  and  auction  sale  catalogues 
published  in  the  intervening  years,  the  total  number  of  different  numis- 
matic publications  issued  from  15 14  to  201 1 is  assuredly  into  six  figures. 
Commentary  on  many  of  the  works  mentioned  above  follows. 

Major  Numismatic  Bibliographies: 
Published  1579-1801 

Le  Pois,  Antoine.  Discours  sur  les  medalles  et  graveures  antiques,  princu 
palement  romaines Paris,  1579. 

The  finely  engraved  coin  plates  are  signed  with  the  monogram  of  Pierre  Wo- 
eriot,  and  the  delightful  portrait  and  woodcuts  are  attributed  to  him  as  well. 
Le  Pois  (1525-1578),  was  physician  to  Charles  III,  due  de  Lorraine.  Pub- 
lished posthumously  under  the  supervision  of  the  author’s  brother  Nicolas, 
the  Discours  was  also  dedicated  to  Charles.  The  example  at  hand  features 
the  delightful  portrait  of  the  author  on  the  title  verso  and  the  remarkably 
explicit,  often  excised  or  mutilated,  portrait  of  Priapus.  John  Cunnally’s 
1999  Images  of  the  Illustrious  devotes  a chapter  to  this  work,  entitled  “Ceux 
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Qui  Ont  Escrit  ties  Medalles:  The  Earliest  Numismatic  Bibliography.”  In 
it,  he  writes:  “The  richness  and  diversity  of  the  numismatic  literature  that 
was  initiated  by  Fulvio’s  book  is  attested  by  the  length  and  complexity 
of  the  earliest  numismatic  bibliography  on  that  subject,  published  in  1579 
as  part  of  the  Discours  sur  les  medalles  et  graveurs  antiques  by  the  French 
physician  and  amateur  archaeologist  Antoine  Le  Pois.  The  Discours  is  itself 
one  of  the  chief  monuments  of  this  branch  of  literature,  for  Le  Pois  dis- 
cusses ancient  coins  and  engraved  gems  with  grace,  wit,  and  practical  good 
sense — As  the  earliest  critic  of  the  numismatic  books  of  his  century,  Le 
Pois’s  comments  and  judgments  are  invaluable  to  us  today. ...”  Devoted  to 
“Ceux  qui  ont  escrit  des  medalles”  or  “Those  who  have  written  on  med- 
als,” Le  Pois’s  bibliographical  overview  discusses  numismatic  works,  among 
them  works  by  Jacopo  Sadoleto'  (i.e.,  Andrea  Fulvio),  Johannes  Huttich, 
Enea  Vico,  Sebastiano  Erizzo,  Constanz,o  Landi,  Jacopo  Strada,  Gabriele 
Symeoni,  Johannes  Sambucus,  Hubert  Goltzius,  Guillaume  du  Ghoul,  and 
Wolfgang  Laz,ius. 

Labbe,  Philippe.  Bibliotheca  Bibliothecarum  Curis  Secundis  Auctior.  Ac- 
cedit  Bibliotheca  J^ummaria  in  Duas  Partes  Tributa.  I.  De  Antiquis 
J^umismatibus.  II.  De  Mionetis  Ponderibus  Mensuris. . . . Paris, 
1664. 

The  celebrated  first  edition  of  the  earliest  extant  bibliography  of  bibliogra- 
phies, despite  the  “curis  secundis  auctior”  found  on  the  title.  A landmark 
work  in  the  wider  field  of  bibliography,  its  status  there  makes  it  highly 
desirable  and,  consequently,  quite  difficult  to  obtain.  It  is  one  of  the  last 
key  volumes  added  to  the  present  collection,  formed  over  the  past  thirty- 
five  years.  Following  the  practice  of  the  day,  in  the  added  section  which 
comprises  the  first  major  numismatic  bibliography  published,  works  on  the 
topic  are  divided  into  two  categories:  books  devoted  to  the  coins  themselves 
and  those  mainly  concerned  with  their  metrology  and  the  interrelationships 
of  the  various  denominations  of  ancient  coins.  Beyond  government  publi- 
cations and  merchant’s  guides  devoted  to  currently  circulating  coins,  not 
in  the  purview  of  Labbe,  virtually  all  the  works  up  to  that  time  had  been 
written  on  “antiquis  numismatibus,”  and  nearly  100  pages  of  the  book,  or 
25%  of  the  total  content,  are  devoted  to  that  topic. 


I Fulvio's  name  does  not  appear  on  the  title  of  his  i‘)i7  landmark  lUustrium  Imagines 
and,  early  on,  authorship  was  at  times  attributed  to  its  printer,  Jacopo  Mazzochi  or, 
as  here,  to  dedicatee  Cardinal  Jacopo  Sadoleto  (to  his  credit,  Le  Pois  does  mention 
Fulvio  “as  others  would  have  it”). 
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M.  DC.  LX  IV. 


The  first  substantial  numismatic  bibliography,  Labbe’s  1664 
Bibliotheca  Bibliothecarum,  from  the  library  of  H.P.  Kraus, 
earlier  in  the  literary  holdings  of  B.  Daliroz,,  with  numerous 
annotations  in  his  hand. 
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Labbe,  Philippe.  Bibliotheca  Bibliothecarum Rothomagi,  1672. 

A rare  edition,  published  in  Rouen,  the  historic  capital  city  of  Normandy. 

(Labbe,  Philippe).  Bibliothecce  Tlummarue (Sardi,  Alessandro).  Johan' 

ms  Seldeni  Angli  Liber  de  TTammis.  In  ^uo  Antiqua  Pecunia  Romana 
& Grteca  Metitur  Precio  Ejus,  ^uce  L{unc  Est  in  Usu.  Huic  Accedit 
Bibliotheca  Tlummaria,  sive  Elenchus  Auctorum,  ^ui  de  Antiquis 
Tlumismatibus,  Hebrceis,  Greeds,  Romanis;  TTecnon  de  Monetis,  Pom 
deribus,  Adensuris,  ad  Hunc  Usque  Annum  Scripserunt.  London, 
1675. 

The  only  edition  of  Labbe  encountered  with  any  regularity.  It  is  a composite 
work,  including  both  the  Liber  de  J\[ummis  and  the  Bibliothecee  JT^mmaria; 
of  Philippe  Labbe.  Authorship  of  Liber  de  JTummis,  originally  printed  in 
1579,  has  been  disputed  over  the  years,  though  it  is  now  generally  credited 
to  Alessandro  Sardi  rather  than  to  John  Selden. 

(Labbe,  Philippe).  Joannis  Seldini  Angli  Liber  de  A[ummis Rotho' 

magi,  1678. 

The  second  part  of  this  rare  edition,  featuring  at  the  end  a three-page  Ad- 
denda, et  Emendanda,  in  Bibliotheca  JTummaria  Philippi  Labbe  S.J. 

Labbe,  Philippe.  Bibliotheca  Bibliothecarum  Guns  Tertiis  Auctior.  Ac' 
cedit  Bibliotheca  JA[ummaria  in  Duas  Partes  Tributa — Additus  Joann. 
Seldeni,  Angli  Liber  de  TJummis — Leip2,ig,  1682. 

A rare  German  edition. 

(Labbe,  Philippe).  Johannis  Seldeni  Angli  Liber  de  TJummis . . . Huic  Ac- 
cedit  Bibliotheca  JJummaria. . . . Edinburgh,  1685. 

A rare  Scottish  edition  of  Labbe. 

(Labbe,  Philippe).  Tessier,  Antonio.  Gatalogus  Auctorum  '^ui  Gatalo' 
gos.  Indices,  Bibliothecas . . . Scriptus  Gonsignarunt . . . cum  Philippi  Lab' 
baei  Bibliotheca  JJummaria  in  Duas  Partes  Tributa — Geneva,  1686. 

The  final  edition  of  Labbe’s  numismatic  bibliography,  appended  here  to 
Tessier’s  bibliography  of  bibliographies,  which  expands  Labbe’s  1664  main 
work  and,  for  dose  to  two  centuries,  comprised  the  best  and  most  volumi- 
nous bibliography  of  bibliographies. 
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Struve,  Burcard  GotthelfF.  Bibliotheca  J^umismatum  Antiquorum  in 
Flua  Continentur.  I.  Auctores  Flui  de  T^umismatibus  Scripserunt.  II. 
Familiae  Impp.  Quorum,  T^umismata  Asservantur.  III.  T^omina 
Materice  F{umismatum.  IV.  Frequentiores  7\[umismatum  Charac' 
teres  & Inscriptiones.  V.  J%)tae  in  J^umismatibus  Occurentes — Jena, 
1693. 

A rare  numismatic  bibliography,  the  second  substantial  work  on  the  topic. 

Banduri,  Anselmo.  D.D.  Bibliotheca  J^ummaria,  sive  Auctorum  ^ui  de 
Re  Flummaria  Scripserunt,  F(omismatophilon  Germanorum  Gratiam 
cum  Fiotulis  et  Indicibus  Recusa.  ..Elenchus Hamburg,  1719. 

The  first  separately  published  edition  of  this  important  early  numismatic 
bibliography.  It  originally  comprised  an  introduction  to  the  author’s  mas' 
sive  1718  two-volume  Fiumismata  Imperatorum  Romanorum,  an  important 
early  work  on  Roman  Imperial  coins.  Rare  with  the  Elenchus,  which  is  actu- 
ally more  lengthy  than  the  main  work. 

Briickmann,  Franc.  Ernest.  Bibliotheca  F{umismatica  oder  Verzeichniss 
der  meisten  Schriften Wolifenbiittel,  1729. 

By  far  the  best  bibliography  up  to  that  time.  Briickmann  was  the  first  to 
attempt  to  systematically  record  various  editions  of  the  more  popular  nu- 
mismatic works.  Sometimes  pagination  and  presence  of  illustrations  is  also 
noted.  This  work  is  rarely  encountered  and,  as  a result,  its  true  merit  is 
little  known. 

Hirsch,  Joh.  Christ.  Bibliotheca  Flumismatica  Exhibens  Catalogum  Auc- 
torum  Flui  de  Re  Monetaria  et  F(umis  Tam  Antiquis  Fluam  Recentioru 
bus  Scripsere,  Collecta  et  Indice  Rerum  Instructa.  Nuremberg,  1760. 

A landmark  work;  by  far  the  most  comprehensive  numismatic  bibliography 
ever  written  until  it  was  superseded  by  Lipsius  in  1801.  Indeed,  Lipsius 
did  little  beyond  copying  Hirsch’s  listings  and  adding  to  them  the  works 
published  in  the  intervening  four  decades.  The  large  title  engraving  of  a 
’’complete”  numismatic  library  is  particularly  evocative. 

Lengnich,  Carl  Benjamin.  Beytrdge  zur  Kenntniss  seltener  und  mer\wur' 
diger  Bucher,  mit  besonderer  Riic\sicht  auf  die  F(umismati\.  Danz,ig 
^ LeipHg,  1776-1782.  A complete  set,  bound  here  in  four  volumes. 
Subsequent  titles  vary. 


The  Literature  of  J\[umismatic  Literature 


9 


Of  this  extensive  work,  Dekesel  writes  that  it  “was  very  important  for  the 
study  of  numismatics  because  when  he  published  his  first  book  on  numis' 
matic  publications  in  1776,  he  commented  on  the  content  of  these  books, 
which  made  him  the  first  critical  bibliographer  of  that  kind  of  publications.” 
Very  rarely  offered,  particularly  when  complete,  this  work  also  contains 
significant  numismatic  content,  including  an  important  supplement  to  the 
gold  coins  recorded  in  Kohler’s  famous  1759-1760  Du\atencabinet. 

Lipsius,  J.G.  Bibliotheca  TTimaria,  sive  Catalogus  Auctorum  ^ui  Usque 

ad  Finem  Seculi  XVIIf  de  Re  ALonetaria  aut  J^ummis,  Scripserunt 

Tomus  I II.  Leipz,ig,  1801.  Two  parts  complete,  bound  in  one  vob 
ume. 

In  an  attractive  period  binding,  acquired  from  John  Drury.  Though  ah 
most  entirely  based  on  the  1760  numismatic  bibliography  compiled  by  J.G. 
Hirsch  and  not  by  any  means  complete,  Lipsius  has  long  stood  as  the  best 
bibliography  of  early  printed  numismatic  books.  Although  in  the  process 
of  being  superseded  by  Dekesel,  at  present  only  Lipsius  covers  the  last  four 
decades  of  the  eighteenth  century  and,  combined  with  Leitz,mann,  remains 
the  only  extensive  work  on  the  topic  from  the  birth  of  numismatic  books  in 
the  second  decade  of  the  sixteenth  century  to  1865. 

Major  Bibliographical  Reference  Works  on 
Numismatic  Topics:  Published  1807-1912 

fVan  Damme,  Pierre|.  Catalogue  de  la  bibliotheque  et  du  cabinet  de  me.' 
dailies,  antiques  et  modernes,  ainsi  que  de  quelques  pierres  gravies,  am 
tiquites,  &c.  delaisses  par  M.  Pierre  van  Damme.  Amsterdam,  1807. 
Sale  dates:  21  Mars  1808  et  jours  suivants. 

A monumental  sale  catalogue  of  early  numismatic  books  and  manuscripts, 
featuring  perhaps  the  most  important  library  of  its  kind  ever  to  come  to 
market.  It  comprises  an  indispensable  reference  work  on  the  subject,  with 
careful  descriptions  and  extensive  annotations,  often  touching  on  rarity. 
Van  Damme,  a native  of  Gand,  had  a distinguished  literary  career.  He  died 
in  Amsterdam  at  the  age  of  78  in  1806.  Lots  327-1400  were  devoted  to 
numismatic  works,  including  many  unique  manuscripts.  The  first  326  lots 
of  the  first  part  was  devoted  to  nomnumismatic  works  and  the  second  part 
of  the  sale  was  largely  devoted  to  ancient  coins.  A remarkable  set.  Rare 
in  any  form  and  an  indispensable  reference  tool  in  the  field  of  numismatic 
bibliography. 
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Cicognara,  Conte  Leopoldo.  Catalogo  ragionato  dei  libri  d'arte  e 
d'antichitd  posseduti.  2 vols.  Pisa,  1821. 

Cicognara’s  famous  library  of  approximately  five  thousand  books  on  art, 
archaeology,  and  kmdred  subjects  was  acquired  in  1824  by  the  Vatican  Li' 
brary.  The  work  itself  has  long  been  a standard  guide  to  primary  sources  in 
the  history  of  art,  from  antiquity  to  his  own  time.  Reprinted  several  times, 
the  original  edition  is  seldom  offered.  The  sizeable  section  on  Numismatica  is 
particularly  important  for  its  often  lengthy  commentary  on  the  significance 
of  the  many  works  recorded  therein. 

Leitzmann,  J.  J.  Verzeichniss  Sdmmtlicher  seit  1800  jetzo  erschienen  nu' 
mismatischen  Wer\e,  als  Fortsetzung  der  Bibliotheca  Numaria  von  J.  G. 
Lipsius.  Weissensee,  1841. 

The  scarce  first  edition  of  Leitzmann’s  supplement  to  Lipsius. 

Leitzmann,  J.  Bibliotheca  J\[umaria.  Verzeichniss  Sdmmtlicher  in  dem 
Zeitraume  1800  bis  1866  erschienenen  Schriften  uber  K4unzl{unde.  Weis' 
sensee,  1867. 

The  second  edition  of  Leitzmann’s  supplement  to  Lipsius,  carrying  coverage 
forward  through  1866. 

Mayers,  William  S.  Frederick.  “The  Literature  of  American  Numismat' 
ics  f A Paper  Read  before  the  American  Numismatic  Society  at  the 
Second  November  Meeting}.”  New  York;  In  Fiorton's  Literary  Let' 
ter ...  No.  3,  1859. 

Mayers’  paper  was  originally  read  before  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
at  a meeting  held  in  the  foundmg  year.  The  existence  of  a published  ver' 
sion  was  unknown  to  Howard  L.  Adelson  when  he  compiled  his  excellent 
history  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  m 1958.  Mayers  praises  Rud' 
mg  and  Folkes  as  sources  of  information  on  colonial  coinage  and  goes  on  to 
discuss  early  publications  by  Felt,  Fisher,  and  Mease.  He  concludes  with 
the  “(first)  work . . . devoted  exclusively  to  American  coins,”  John  Hickcox’s 
1858  Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage.  A pioneering  essay  providmg 
much  insight  mto  the  state  of  com  collecting  m America  at  its  beginnings 
as  a popular  endeavor. 

Attinelli,  E.  J.  Flumisgraphics,  or  a List  of  Catalogues,  in  Which  Occur 
Coins  or  Medals,  Which  Have  Been  Sold  by  Auction  in  the  United 
States,  Also,  a List  of  Catalogues  or  Price  Lists  of  Coins,  Issued  by 
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Dealers,  Also,  a List  of  Various  Publications  of  More  or  Less  Interest 
to  l^umismatologists.  Which  Have  Been  Published  in  the  United  States. 
New  York,  1876. 

The  first  substantial  American  numismatic  bibliography  and  a remarkable 
effort,  published,  as  John  Adams  notes,  ‘"near  the  climax  of  the  period 
that  witnessed  the  establishment  of  coin  collecting  in  the  United  States.” 
Attinelli’s  chef-d'oeuvre  is  a cardinal  work  in  the  history  of  American  nu' 
mismatics,  and  remains  an  indispensable  reference  work.  With  its  color- 
ful vignettes  of  dealers  and  collectors  of  the  day  and  a plenitude  of  use- 
ful facts  and  fascinating  lore,  Attinelli’s  work  brings  nineteenth-century 
American  numismatics  to  life.  His  meticulous  cataloguing  of  the  numismatic 
auction  sale  catalogues  of  the  period  parallels  the  thoroughness  of  Sylves- 
ter Crosby.  The  work  covers  the  entire  range  of  American  numismatic  lit- 
erature, excepting  periodicals,  and  its  later  sections  contain  indispensable 
information  found  nowhere  else.  Estimates  vary  as  to  how  many  copies 
were  originally  printed  but  they  are  invariably  miniscule.  Tfumisgraphics 
remains  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  American  numismatic  literature  and  it 
has  only  in  recent  decades  begun  to  be  fully  appreciated,  in  both  intellec- 
tual and  economic  terms.  Fortunately,  an  excellent  reprint  was  published 
in  1976. 

Rysz,ard,  Antoni.  Bibliografia  numizmatyczna  pols\a — Krakow,  1882. 
(also)  Rysz,ard,  Antoni.  Spis  dziel  numizmatycznych  pols\ich — 
Krakow,  1894. 

The  main  work  and  a supplement.  Seldom  encountered. 

Lawrence,  Richard  Hoe.  Catalogue  of  the  ?{umismatic  Boo\s  in  the  Li- 
brary of  the  American  T^umismatic  and  Archaeological  Society.  With  a 
Subject  Index  to  the  Important  Articles  in  the  American  Journal  of  Nu- 
mismatics, and  Other  Periodicals  to  the  End  of  1882.  New  York,  1883. 

An  excellent  early  library  catalogue  arranged  by  author  and  subject,  in- 
cluding indexes  to  the  principal  numismatic  and  historical  periodicals  of 
the  day;  American  Journal  of  JJumismatics,  Canadian  Antiquarian  and 
?fumismatic  Journal,  Coin  and  Stamp  Journal,  Coin  Collector's  Journal, 
Historical  Magazine,  Magazine  of  American  History,  Mason's  Coin  and 
Stamp  Collectors'  Magazine,  and  Jsjumisma. 

Cumont,  Georges.  Bibliographic  generale  et  raisonee  de  la  numismatique 
beige.  Bruxelles,  1883. 
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One  of  the  best  of  several  specialized  European  numismatic  bibliographies 
that  appeared  in  the  late  nineteenth  century.  Arranged  alphabetically,  the 
author’s  full  name  is  generally  cited,  with  biographical  notes.  A chronologic 
cal  listing  of  each  author’s  publications  follows,  usually  including  pagina^ 
tion  and  format  and  often  featuring  useful  bibliographical  and  other  notes. 
Author  and  subject  indexes  are  appended  at  the  end.  Also  present  here  is  a 
rare  supplement  published  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

fMcLachlan,  Robert  Wallace|.  Canadian  J\[umismatic  Bibliography. 
A Review  of  Mr.  R.W.  Mclachlan's  '''Canadian  T^umismatics  f and 
Other  Boo\s  and  Pamphlets  Describing  Canadian  Coins  Medals. 
Montreal,  1886. 

The  first  work  on  the  topic,  written  by  the  foremost  Canadian  numismatist 
of  the  time. 

Rada  y Delgado,  Juan  de  Dios  de  la.  Bibliografia  numismdtica  espaho' 
la...  con  dos  apendices,  que  comprenden,  el  primero,  la  bibliografia  nu' 
mismdtica  portuguesa  y el  segundo,  la  de  autores  extranjeros  que  en  sus 
respectivos  idiomas  escribieron  acerca  de  monedas  6 medallas  de  Espaha. 
Madrid,  1886. 

One  of  the  great  specialized  numismatic  bibliographies  published  in  the 
second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  among  the  rarest.  Still  indis- 
pensable to  those  seriously  interested  in  Iberian  and  Spanish  American 
numismatics. 

Engel,  Arthur  and  Serrure,  Raymond.  Repertoire  des  sources  imprimees 
de  la  numismatique  frangaise.  Paris,  1887-1889.  Two  main  volumes 
and  the  supplement. 

Among  the  best  numismatic  bibliographies  ever  written.  It  is  a superlative 
example  of  what  a numismatic  bibliography  should  be.  Unfortunately,  too 
few  other  bibliographers  have  fully  adopted  its  approach.  In  addition  to 
providing  an  exhaustive  record  of  books  and  articles  covering  the  entire 
range  of  French  numismatics,  Engel  and  Serrure  typically  provide  a few 
biographical  words  about  the  author,  often  an  overview  of  the  work  in 
terms  of  content  and  significance,  accompanied  by  publication  date,  place, 
and  publisher,  along  with  the  number  of  pages  and  plates,  where  applicable. 
The  supplement  present  here  is  rare. 

Gnecchi,  Francesco  ed  Ercole.  Saggio  di  bibliografia  numismatica  delle 
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zecche  italiane  medioevali  e moderne.  Milano,  1889. 

Of  this  work,  Ferdinando  Bassoli  writes  in  Antiquarian  Boo\s  on  Coins  and 
Adedals  from  the  Fifteenth  to  the  Ffineteenth  Century.  ‘■‘'The  Saggio  is  still  a 
key  text  today,  bringing  together  systematically  everything  published  on 
Italian  mints  of  interest  to  the  student  or  collector  of  books.”  Arranged  by 
locale,  it  is  extremely  useful  to  collectors  and  students  but  its  lack  of  an 
author  index  makes  it  less  friendly  to  others. 

Soetbeer,  Adolf.  Litteraturnachweis  iiher  Geld'  und  Mimzivesen  ins' 
besondere  iiher  den  Wdhrungsstreit,  1871-1891.  Mit  geschichtlichen  und 
statistischen  Erlduterungen.  Berlin,  1892. 

An  extremely  useful  compilation  of  numismatic  and  economic  works,  from 
1493  to  1891,  mainly  selected  from  a monetary  perspective.  Seldom  encoum 
tered. 

(Froehner,  Wilhelm).  Catalogue  de  la  bibliotheque  leguee  par  H.  Hoffmann 
a la  Ville  de  Compiegne.  Paris,  1900. 

The  rare  little  catalogue  of  this  important  library,  formed  by  the  noted  Pari' 
sian  coin  dealer  and  collector  Henri  Hoffmann  (1823-1897),  and  bequeathed 
to  the  city  of  Compiegne.  Included  herein  is  a comprehensive  compilation 
of  the  numerous  numismatic  auction  sales  catalogued  by  Hoffmann,  a list 
unknown  to  John  Spring  when  he  compiled  his  2009  bibliography  of  im' 
portant  Ancient  Coin  Auction  Catalogues  i88o-ig8o. 

FpoMaMCBCKiH,  C.  r.  5H6Aiorpa(|)HHecKiH  yKasaxcAb  AHTepaxyphi  no  pyccKon 
HyMHSMaTHK'fe  (Gtomachevsky,  S.G.  Bibliographical  Guide  of  Literature 
on  Russian  Jffumismatics.)  Zhitomir,  1904. 

Very  rare.  Still  a useful  bibliography  of  pre'revolutionary  Russian  numis' 
matic  literature. 

Medina,  Jose  Toribio.  Bibliografia  numismdtica  colonial  hispano'ameru 
cana.  Santiago  de  Chile,  1912. 

One  of  the  rarer  numismatic  bibliographies.  Only  120  copies  were  issued, 
“Impreso  en  casa  del  Autor.” 
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“You  Don’t  Say”:  Numismatic  Quarterly  Quiz 

Myron  Xenos 


1.  What  did  B.Max  Mehl  call  his  mailing  list? 

2.  Prior  to  1979,  what  U.S.  coin  was  issued  with  a P mintmark  appean 
ing  on  its  reverse,  and  in  which  years? 

3,. The  official  U.S.  Bicentennial  gold  medal  featured  which  famous 
structure? 

4.  How  many  draclimas  was  an  ancient  Greek  tetradrachm  worth? 

5.  Name  the  two  languages  that  appeared  on  Belgium’s  paper  money  in 
the  1980s  (and  for  several  decades  before  that). 

6.  Prior  to  1966,  what  country’s  coinage  was  legal  tender  in  the 
Bahamas? 

7.  In  what  country  is  Hutt  River  Province  located? 

8.  In  which  city  was  Moffat  5?  Co.  located? 

9.  What  device  was  on  the  edge  of  Saint-Gaudens’  Indianffiead  $10  gold 
piece? 

10.  Which  city  issued  more  Civil  War  tokens  than  any  other? 

1 1.  There  are  twelve  Federal  Reserve  Banks.  One  lucky  state  has 
two  of  them.  Name  the  state  and  the  cities. 

12.  The  business  strike  Hawaiian  coinage  of  1883  was  struck  at 
which  mint? 


Answers  on  page  19. 


Something  to  Celebrate: 
Collaboration  among  Specialized  Libraries 

Elizabeth  Hahn 


Numismatists  love  anniversaries.  They  are  cause  for  celebration,  for  re^ 
flection,  and  perhaps  most  importantly  for  numismatists,  they  are  cause 
for  commemoration  in  coins  and  medals.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a trifecta 
of  anniversaries  that  surround  the  purportedly  three  most  written^about 
subjects  of  all  time — Jesus  (Easter),  the  Civil  War  (sesquicentennial), 
and  the  Titanic  (centenary  of  tragedy) — all  of  which  have  numismatic 
legacies  that  can  be  thoroughly  researched  among  the  collections  of  the 
ANS  Library.  We  have  also  recently  passed  an  anniversary  for  the  ANS 
Library:  the  two-year  birthday  of  DONUM,  the  newest  version  of  the 
online  library  catalog  of  the  ANS.  This  catalog  was  developed  in  order 
to  facilitate  searches  and  increase  accuracy  in  retrieving  useful  records. 
It  also  allows  a search  of  both  the  library  collections  and  the  ANS  ar^ 
chival  collections  and  will  only  improve  over  the  years  as  we  secure 
funding  for  future  projects.  Two  other  online  databases  of  the  ANS  that 
complement  DONUM  also  warrant  cause  for  celebration:  MANTIS 
and  ARCHER,  both  of  which  were  launched  in  2011.^ 

On  a more  personal  note,  the  summer  of  2012  marks  my  own  foun 
year  anniversary  as  librarian  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  The 
position  is  essentially  that  of  a solo  librarian.  While  a library  consultant 
manages  the  technical  cataloging  of  items  in  the  collections,  nearly  all 
of  the  other  duties  fall  on  the  librarian  (this  includes  a long  list  enconi' 
passing  reference,  outreach,  collection  care,  development,  preservation, 
organization,  staff  supervision,  press,  and  much,  much  more).  However, 
it  would  be  impossible,  and  foolish,  to  try  and  maintain  the  extensive 
collections  of  the  ANS  Library  solo,  so  I would  like  to  briefly  note  some 
of  the  ways  that  collaboration,  support  and  friendship  have  supported 


1 MANTIS;  http://numismatics.org/search/ 
ARCHER:  http://numismatics.org/archives/ 
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the  survival  and  growth  of  the  collections  and  continue  to  ensure  that 
we  pass  our  own  anniversaries,  year  after  year. 

In  addition  to  the  extremely  important  book  donations  that  the  li' 
brary  receives  on  a regular  basis  from  authors  and  members  alike,  one 
way  the  collections  grow  with  limited  impact  on  the  minimal  budget 
comes  in  the  form  of  exchange  with  other  institutions.  Exchange  pro' 
grams  are  especially  important  between  specializ,ed  library  collections 
because  of  the  relatively  limited  audience  that  might  wish  to  receive 
duplicate  publications  or  institutional  works.  The  ANS  Library  has  the 
advantage  of  the  institution’s  own  publications,  especially  the  American 
Journal  ofJ\[umismatics,  which  can  be  offered  in  exchange  for  another  in' 
stitution’s  own  unique  and  often  expensive  periodicals.  Although  there 
is  still  a cost  associated  with  exchange  programs,  it  is  generally  reduced 
from  what  a general  subscription  fee  might  entail  for  the  ANS  at  the 
institutional  level. 

I am  grateful  for  this  collaboration  and  the  care  of  users  that  send 
in  their  own  duplicates  or  recently  produced  monographs  and  articles. 
Especially  since  the  risk  of  budget  cuts  is  always  present  on  the  horiz,on, 
even  among  large  and  popular  fields  of  study  such  as  numismatics.  A 
sad  reminder  is  the  Geldmuseum  in  the  Netherlands  that  succumbed  to 
extensive  cuts  in  early  2012  which  left  the  collections  practically  unat' 
tended  and  the  library  closed.  The  librarian,  Ans  ter  Woerds,  who  was 
subsequently  laid  off,  was  a very  competent  and  passionate  colleague 
who  worked  closely  with  the  ANS  Library  to  offer  important  periodi' 
cals  for  exchange  and  also  helped  to  try  and  establish  a more  permanent 
network  of  collaboration  for  numismatic  librarians.  When  we  founded 
the  International  Numismatic  Libraries’  Network  (INLNp  back  in  the 
fall  of  2009,  we  had  26  numismatic  libraries  on  board  and  had  developed 
a contact  list  of  over  a hundred  potential  contacts  to  include  in  future 
networking.  Most  were  in  similar  situations  in  terms  of  small  budgets 
but  great  dedication,  minimal  staff  working  for  maximum  output,  and 
all  were  open  to  sharing  ideas  and  advice  when  possible.  In  addition 
one  primary  purpose  of  the  site  was  to  bring  together  various  collection 
databases  and  library  databases  for  users  to  browse  on  a single  site.  I do 
hope  to  continue  the  INLN  and  will  revisit  some  of  the  priorities  and 
benefits  that  can  come  from  such  a collaborative  network  and  would 
certainly  welcome  ideas  from  readers. 

2 http://inln.maekeler.eu/ 
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In  addition  to  physical  publications,  there  is  also  an  exchange  of 
knowledge.  One  reason  for  the  founding  of  INLN  was  to  bring  together, 
in  one  place,  all  of  the  collections  and  resources  and  contacts  that  might 
be  useful  for  those  in  the  field.  There  have  been  numerous  occasions 
where  I have  contacted  fellow  librarians,  scholars,  and  our  own  mem^ 
bers,  asking  for  further  information  on  a particular  topic  and  I have  never 
been  disappointed.  Because  of  the  vast  range  of  topics  and  time  periods 
in  the  ANS  Library  collections,  there  is  a certain  pressure  on  the  solo 
librarian  to  know  all  about  each  subject  area  in  order  to  best  assist  the 
library  patrons.  I have  learned  an  infinite  amount  of  new  knowledge 
from  the  reference  searches  that  I have  conducted  and  also  from  speaking 
with  patrons  and  members  of  the  library.  The  focus  and  dedication  of 
so  many  collectors  to  their  specific  interests  has  allowed  me  to  tap  into 
an  infinite  and  immediate  source  of  knowledge  that  is  as  helpful  as  it  is 
amicable.  So  I encourage  readers  to  reach  out  at  any  time  with  questions 
or  comments ! 

Finally,  there  is  an  exchange  of  records  and  documents.  Although  the 
AN S Library  does  not  circulate  and  thus  does  not  actively  participate  in 
Interlibrary  Loan  services,  it  is  possible  for  users  to  order  photocopies 
of  articles  and  chapters  from  items  within  the  collections.  This  can  be 
done  simply  by  sending  an  email  to  the  library  staff,  who  will  process 
the  order  based  on  a general  fee  schedule  of  $0.25  per  page  (in  order  to 
recover  the  cost  of  this  work,  which  is  always  undertaken  by  our  very 
minimal  library  staff).  There  would  be  too  much  added  cost  and  risk 
of  loss  associated  with  undertaking  a full  Interlibrary  Loan  program, 
in  large  part  because  many  of  the  works  in  the  library  are  difficult  and 
costly  to  acquire.  The  library  records  in  DONUM  only  contain  the 
basic  bibliographic  information  of  the  physical  items  (and  not  scans  or 
pdfs  of  the  items  themselves),  as  is  the  practice  of  nearly  all  online  library 
catalogs.  There  are  frequently  questions  of  putting  digitized  versions  of 
articles  and  books  within  the  public  domain,  but  once  again  this  would 
require  a large  donation  to  proceed  (along  with  extreme  care  in  adher^ 
ing  to  copyright  law).  Digitisation  is  continuing  to  gain  momentum  at 
the  ANS,  as  is  evident  in  the  developments  with  the  coin  database, 
MANTIS.  If  funding  can  be  secured,  the  library  will  also  soon  take 
steps  towards  digitising  part  of  the  ANS  Archives  and  perhaps  in  the 
future,  parts  of  the  library  collections  can  be  considered  as  well. 

DONUM  allows  users  to  browse  records  and  search  topics  freely 
from  any  internet  connection.  Many  users  have  noticed  that  the  ANS 
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Library  records  are  not  included  in  WorldCat,  because  we  are  not  a 
member  of  OCLC.  (WorldCat  is  an  online  catalog  that  searches  hundreds 
of  different  library  databases  around  the  world.)  Once  again,  cost  figures 
largely  into  reasons  behind  not  becoming  an  OCLC  member  (annual 
fees  can  be  in  the  tens  of  thousands).  But  perhaps  as  important,  a great 
deal  of  our  daily  cataloging  requires  original  work  due  to  the  frequently 
unique  nature  of  many  of  the  items  acquired.  This  means  that  library 
staff  would  have  limited  use  of  the  benefits  of  being  an  OCLC  member, 
which  allows  sharing  of  catalog  records  between  member  organiz,ations. 
With  our  current  online  library  catalog,  we  are  still  able  to  import  reh 
evant  data  from  other  library  catalogs  that  allow  access  to  bibliographic 
information,  so  we  would  not  necessarily  need  this  added  feature  as  an 
OCLC  member. 

So  although  the  ANS  Library  collections  do  not  circulate,  there  are 
still  many  ways  that  the  information  contained  within  the  library  stacks 
can  circulate  beyond  New  York,  and  collaboration  plays  a prominent  role 
in  the  success  of  the  library  and  in  reaching  out  to  an  ever  wider  audience 
of  users.  During  my  first  year  as  the  ANS  librarian,  I was  admittedly 
overwhelmed  by  the  task  ahead  of  maintaining  a library  as  extensive 
as  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Library.  But  I shall  start  my  fifth  year  with  a 
renewed  comfort  in  knowing  that  although  I am  a solo  librarian,  I am  far 
from  being  alone.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ANS  Library  stands  as  one 
of  the  greatest  collections  of  numismatic  literature  in  the  world.  A brief 
look  at  the  statistics  show  physical  collections  that  hover  around  the 
100,000  mark,  with  another  100,000  article  records  in  the  online  catalog 
that  are  valuable  for  the  researcher  of  any  topic.  The  hefty  collections 
coupled  with  the  minimal  staff  makes  collaboration  infinitely  important, 
both  among  other  library  professionals  and  from  our  members  and  users. 
The  support  and  collaboration  that  I have  experienced  as  the  ANS  If 
brarian  over  the  past  four  years  continues  to  grow  and  ultimately  allows 
a positive  forecast  for  the  future  and  growth  of  the  collections.  And  that 
is  certainly  something  to  celebrate,  any  day  of  the  year! 


Answers  to  the  Numismatic  Quarterly  Quiz  (see  p.  15):  1)  The  “Mehl”mg  list.  2)  The 
Jefferson  nickel,  1942-1945.  3)  The  Statue  of  Liberty.  4)  Four.  5)  French  and  Dutch 
(Flemish).'  6)  Great  Britain.  7)  Australia.  8)  San  Francisco.  9)  Raised  stars  (46  from  1907 
to  1911,  48  from  191a  to  1933).  10)  Cincinnati,  ii)  Missouri  (St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City). 
12)  San  Francisco. 


John  Quincy  Adams  and  the  Other  Report 
upon  Weights,  Measures,  and  Coins 
Joel  J.  Orosz 

By  any  reckoning,  1790’s  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  Sub' 
ject  of  Establishing  a Uniformity  in  the  Weights,  Measures  and  Coins  of 
the  United  States  must  be  numbered  among  the  foundation  documents  of 
American  numismatic  literature.  Its  bona  fides  cannot  be  disputed;  it  was 
authored  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  founding  father  who  would  shortly 
oversee  the  creation  of  the  first  United  States  Mint;  its  argument  for  a 
decimalized  coinage  system,  soon  to  be  enshrined  in  the  Mint’s  products, 
would  literally  transform  the  monetary  systems  of  the  world;  and  its  rar^ 
ity  as  literature  enhances  its  historical  significance,  for  a mere  handful  of 
copies — perhaps  as  few  as  twenty — are  known  to  exist. 

Small  wonder,  then,  that  its  market  price  is  reflective  of  both  towen 
ing  historical  standing  and  absolute  scarcity.  Fame,  significance,  fortune: 
this  title  has  it  all.  Yet  there  is  another  such  publication,  almost  identh 
cally  titled,  authored  by  a man  with  a similar  resume,  and  of  almost 
as  great  antiquity,  a veritable  twin  to  Jefferson’s  immortal  document, 
which  is  all  but  unknown  to  numismatic  bibliophiles.  Best  of  all,  copies 
of  this  doppelganger  are  available  for  on  the  market  for  a fraction  of  the 
price  commanded  by  Jefferson’s  1790  report. 

The  cost  of  Jefferson’s  Report  on  the  Weights  and  Measures  is  not  a 
minor  consideration  for  the  bibliophile.  Lot  303  of  Kolbe  Fanning’s 
2012  New  York  Book  Sale  offered  an  attractively  rebound  copy  of  the 
original  1790  report.  The  catalogue’s  welhresearched  description  noted 
that  a mere  six  copies  (including  Jefferson’s  personal  volume)  can  be 
traced  in  institutional  libraries.  The  hammer  price  of  $14,000,  steep 
though  it  may  be  in  absolute  terms,  seems  rather  a bargain  in  light  of 
the  document’s  iconic  nature.  Budget'minded  bibliophiles,  or  those 
who  value  information  over  collectability,  can  easily  buy  a reprint  at 
a significantly  more  modest  price.  The  reprint  in  the  author’s  library, 
for  example,  cost  all  of  $14  (including  postage)  from  a print^omdemand 
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publisher.  It  contains  all  of  the  information,  but  none  of  the  historical 
significance  or  charm,  of  the  real  item,  but  these  flaws  are  made  easier  to 
tolerate  in  light  of  the  fact  that  it  is  exactly  one  thousand  times  cheaper 
than  the  real  thing. 

For  all  of  its  undeniable  historical  and  bibliographic  gravitas,  there 
are  some  blemishes  on  the  face  of  Jefferson’s  1790  Report  on  the  Weights 
and  Measures.  For  starters,  it  was  not  entirely  novel,  for  in  1786,  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederation  had  approved  a scheme  to  create  an  essen' 
tially  decimal  system  of  coinage.  Nor  was  it  without  its  internal  flaws. 
In  fact,  three  fundamental  faults  ultimately  prevented  the  adoption  of 
Jefferson’s  recommendations: 

1.  With  regard  to  weights  and  measurements,  Jefferson  devised  a sys' 
tern  that  was  only  partially  compatible  with  the  metric  system  de- 
veloped soon  afterward  in  France.  Had  the  French  fully  embraced 
Jefferson’s  system — or  completely  rejected  it — the  choices  would 
have  been  clear,  but  the  partial  embrace  proved  to  be  confusing. 

2.  This  difference  was  exacerbated  by  Jeflbrson’s  curious  recommenda- 
tion to  retain  some  of  the  old  unit  names,  such  as  the  pound,  foot, 
and  inch,  but  to  redefine  some  of  them  (i  Jeffersonian  foot,  for  ex- 
ample, contained  10  inches). 

3.  In  coinage,  Jefferson  proposed  a dollar  that  weighed  an  ideal  Jefferso- 
nian ounce — 376  troy  grains  of  pure  silver — but  most  Spanish  silver 
dollars  of  the  late  1780s  weighed  about  372  troy  grains  of  pure  silver, 
leaving  Jefferson’s  proposed  silver  dollar  overweight  and  vulnerable 
to  coin  sweating  and  clipping. 

Given  these  shortcomings  in  Jefferson’s  report.  Congress  did  not  em- 
brace it  with  enthusiasm,  and  ultimately  ignored  it.  No  official  weights 
and  measures  were  established  for  the  new  republic,  although  Congress 
did  adopt  the  decimal  system  for  the  coinage  of  the  United  States  Mint. 
So  for  nearly  three  decades  after  1790,  the  cause  of  standardisation  of 
weights  and  measures  languished  quietly  on  the  back  burners.  In  jus- 
tice to  Congress,  the  front  burners  were  awfully  crowded.  From  1790 
to  1815,  the  nation’s  leaders  were  fully  preoccupied  with  matters  as 
weighty  as  creating  a new  federal  government,  the  peaceful  transference 
of  power  after  elections,  doubling  the  sise  of  the  nation,  launching  west- 
ward expansion,  coping  with  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  fighting  the  “Second 
American  Revolution”  from  1812  to  1815,  and  narrowly  avoiding  the 
collapse  of  the  Union  at  the  Hartford  Convention  of  1815.  After  the  war 
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ended,  however,  the  United  States  gradually  passed  into  the  “Era  of 
Good  Feelings,”  a peaceful  and  prosperous  time  before  the  political  wars 
resumed  in  the  mid' 1820s,  and  hard  times  returned  in  the  late  1830s.  The 
Era  of  Good  Feelings  was  the  ideal  time  to  revisit  Jefferson's  unfinished 
business,  and  in  one  of  the  Sage  of  Monticello’s  successors  as  Secretary 
of  State,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Congress  found  just  the  man — or  so  they 
thought — to  finish  the  business. 

If  ever  an  American  was  destined  to  serve  his  nation,  that  man  would 
be  John  Quincy  Adams.  Born  July  ii,  1767,  he  undertook  his  first  dip' 
lomatic  mission  at  the  age  of  1 1,  when  he  served  as  his  father’s  aide  dur' 
ing  John  Adams’  ministerial  appointment  to  France.  Young  John  hob' 
nobbed  with  potentates,  prelates,  and  princes,  and  cultivated  intimate 
acquaintances  with  American  diplomats,  including  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  (starting  at  age  14)  with  Thomas  Jefferson.  So  rapidly  and  so  merf 
toriously  did  Adams  rise  through  the  foreign'service  ranks  that  when 
John  Adams  became  president  in  1797,  George  Washington  pointedly 
admonished  him  not  to  withhold  diplomatic  appointments  from  JQA 
simply  because  of  their  familial  relationship.  As  Washington  put  it,  “that 
would  be  over'delicacy  on  your  part.” 

In  1809,  President  James  Madison  made  JQA  minister  plenipoten' 
tiary  to  Russia,  where  he  cultivated  a friendship  with  the  cz,ar  and  also 
developed  an  interest  in  numismatics.  There  followed  an  appointment 
to  his  father’s  old  post  as  Minister  to  Great  Britain.  Adams  returned 
home  in  1817  to  become  Secretary  of  State  in  the  administration  of  James 
Monroe.  He  was  deeply  embarrassed  when  a New  Hampshire  elector 
named  William  Plumer,  intent  on  preserving  George  Washington’s  sta' 
tus  as  the  only  unanimously  elected  president,  cast  a ballot  for  Adams 
instead  of  Monroe  in  the  1820  Electoral  College.  President  Monroe  held 
no  grudges,  however,  and  retained  Adams  as  his  Secretary  of  State. 

The  similarities  between  the  authors  of  the  two  reports  on  weights, 
measures,  and  coinage  were  nothing  if  not  striking.  Both  men  were  su' 
perbly  educated  in  the  classical  tradition,  and  both  were  welhacquaint' 
ed,  through  their  diplomatic  postings,  with  the  commerce  and  customs 
of  other  nations.  Both  had  a significant  interest  in  numismatics  and  had 
started  coin  collections  while  serving  as  diplomats  in  Europe.  Taken  tO' 
gether,  these  factors  guaranteed  that  both  would  produce  highly  learned 
documents  that  drew  upon  precedents  from  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain, 
and  other  European  nations.  Both  displayed  considerable  sophistication 
regarding  the  arts  of  coinage.  Adams,  however,  had  the  advantage  of 
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following  Jefferson,  and  thus  was  able  to  build  upon  what  his  predeces' 
sor  had  accomplished.  This  can  be  discerned  at  a glance  by  laying  the 
two  reports  side  by  side,  for  Jefferson’s  required  only  49  pages,  while 
Adams’  clocked  in  at  245. 

No  one  could  quibble  with  the  assertion  that  Adams  packed  an  enon 
mous  amount  of  valuable  information  into  those  245  pages  of  his  Report 
upon  Weights  and  Measures,  published  in  1821.  In  fact,  an  unsigned 
review,  published  in  the  January  1822  edition  of  the  J^orth  American 
Review,  required  40  pages  to  do  it  justice:  more  than  80%  of  the  length 
of  Jefferson’s  entire  report!  Although  Adams  did  write  a considerable 
amount  on  the  topic  of  coinage,  the  main  thrust  of  his  report  was  on 
weights  and  measures.  This  made  sense,  for  long  before  1819,  when  Con^ 
gress  had  requested  that  Adams  prepare  the  report,  the  United  States 
Mint  had  succeeded  in  creating  a uniform,  decimabbased  system  of  coin' 
age  for  the  United  States.  This  system  was  neither  perfectly  constructed 
(the  quarter  was  a rather  odd  duck  in  a system  based  on  tenths  and 
hundredths)  nor  uniformly  applied  (U.S.  coins  circulated  very  unevenly 
across  the  nation,  and  in  some  regions,  hardly  at  all),  so  Adams  found  it 
necessary  to  address  certain  aspects  of  coinage.  Weights  and  measures, 
however,  by  virtue  of  both  their  heterogeneity  and  in  some  respects, 
their  chaos,  posed  the  bigger  challenge. 
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Most  of  Adams’  report  is  consumed  by  a spectacularly  erudite  exami' 
nation  of  the  history  and  marketplace  development  of  British  and  French 
standards  of  weights,  measures,  and  coinage.  He  began  with  the  intrigU' 
ing  observation  that,  since  biblical  times,  silver  was  not  only  a precious 
metal,  but  also  served  as  a unit  of  value.  A talent,  for  example  was  both 
the  largest  weight  and  the  highest  denomination  of  money  among  the 
ancient  Greeks.  In  England,  originally,  a pound  sterling  in  silver  money 
weighed  exactly  one  pound.  Adams  blamed  King  Edward  I of  England 
for  beginning  the  process  of  devaluing  coins  so  that  the  equivalency 
between  weight  and  denomination  became  imbalanced,  a process  that 
continued  over  the  centuries  until,  he  wrote,  “In  our  system,  we  have 
discarded  the  last  trace  of  identity  between  weights  and  coins'”  (p-72). 

Adams  was,  in  fact,  a close  observer  of  “our  system”  of  coinage.  On 
pages  55  and  56  of  his  report,  he  brilliantly  summarized  the  problems 
that  the  new  American  decimal  system  of  coinage  was  meant  to  correct, 
and  the  unexpected  consequences  of  that  solution  upon  commerce,  in 
one  of  the  longer  paragraphs  you  will  ever  read: 

At  the  close  of  our  war  for  independence,  we  found  ourselves  with 
four  English  words,  pound,  shilling,  penny  and  farthing,  to  signify 
all  our  moneys  of  account.  But,  though  English  words,  they  were  not 
English  things.  They  were  no  where  sterling:  and  scarcely  in  any  two 
states  of  the  Union  were  they  representatives  of  the  same  sums.  It  was 
a Babel  of  confusion  by  the  use  of  four  words.  In  our  new  system  of 
coinage  we  set  them  aside.  We  took  the  Spanish  piece  of  eight,  which 
had  always  been  the  coin  most  current  among  us,  and  to  which  we 
had  given  a name  of  our  own — a dollar.  Introducing  the  principle  of 
decimal  divisions,  we  said,  a tenth  part  of  our  dollar  shall  be  called 
a dime,  a hundredth  part  a cent,  and  a thousandth  part  a mille.  Like 
the  French,  we  took  all  these  new  denominations  from  the  Latin  Ian' 
guage;  but  instead  of  prefixing  them  as  syllables  to  the  generic  term 
dollar,  we  reduced  them  to  monosyllables,  and  made  each  of  them 
significant  by  itself,  without  reference  to  the  unit  of  which  they  were 
fractional  parts.  The  French  themselves,  in  the  application  of  their 
system  to  their  coins,  have  followed  our  example;  and,  assuming  the 
franc  for  their  unit,  call  its  tenth  part  a decime,  and  its  hundredth  a 
centime.  It  is  now  thirty  years  since  our  new  moneys  of  account,  our 
coins,  and  our  mint,  have  been  established.  The  dollar,  under  its  new 
stamp,  has  preserved  its  name  and  circulation.  The  cent  has  become 
tolerably  familiarized  to  the  tongue,  wherever  it  has  been  made  by 
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circulation  familiar  to  the  hand.  But  the  dime  having  been  seldom,  and 
the  mille,  never  presented  in  their  material  images  to  the  people,  have 
remained  so  utterly  unknown,  that  now,  when  the  recent  coinage  of 
dimes  is  alluded  to  in  our  public  journals,  if  their  name  is  mentioned. 

It  IS  always  with  an  explanatory  definition  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
they  are  ten  cent  pieces;  and  some  of  them  which  have  found  their 
way  over  the  mountains,  by  the  generous  hospitality  of  the  country, 
have  been  received  for  more  than  they  were  worth,  and  have  passed 
for  an  eighth,  instead  of  a tenth,  part  of  a dollar.  Even  now,  at  the 
end  of  thirty  years,  ask  a tradesman,  or  shopkeeper,  in  any  of  our  cit' 
ies  what  is  a dime  or  a mille,  and  the  chances  are  four  in  five  that  he 
will  not  understand  your  question.  But  go  to  New  York  and  offer  in 
payment  the  Spanish  coin,  the  unit  of  the  Spanish  piece  of  eight,  and 
the  shop  or  market^man  will  take  it  for  a shilling.  Carry  it  to  Boston 
or  Richmond,  and  you  shall  be  told  it  is  not  a shilling,  but  nine  pence. 
Bring  it  to  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
you  shall  find  it  recognized  for  an  eleven^penny  bit;  and  if  you  ask  how 
that  can  be,  you  shall  learn  that,  the  dollar  being  of  ninety  pence,  the 
eighth  part  of  it  is  nearer  to  eleven  than  to  any  other  number;  and 
pursuing  still  further  the  arithmetic  of  popular  denominations,  you 
will  find  that  half  eleven  is  five,  or,  at  least,  that  half  the  eleven-penny 
bit  is  the  fi-penny  bit,  which  fi-penny  bit  at  Richmond  shrinks  to  four 
pence  half-penny,  and  at  New  York  swells  to  six  pence.  And  thus  we 
have  English  denominations  most  absurdly  and  diversely  applied  to 
all  Spanish  coins;  while  our  own  lawfully  established  dime  and  mille 
remain,  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  among  the  hidden  mysteries 
of  political  economy — state  secrets. 

Shop-keepers  could  hardly  be  faulted  for  knowing  nothing  about  the 
mille.  This  denomination,  valued  at  a thousandth  of  a dollar,  had  been 
authorized  in  1786  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  and  recom- 
mended in  Jefferson’s  1790  report,  but  it  appeared  in  the  Mint  Act  of 
1792  only  in  the  twentieth  and  final  section,  and  then  only  as  the  lowest 
denomination  of  money  of  account.  It  did  not  appear  in  the  crucial  sec- 
tion 9 of  the  act,  which  specified  the  denominations  and  compositions 
of  the  coins  to  be  struck,  and  consequently,  as  Adams  noted,  was  never 
coined  by  the  United  States  Mint. 

It  was  more  surprising  that  the  dime — a relatively  inexpensive  coin 
and  one  that  made  reckoning  easy — was  such  a “state  secret”  in  com- 
mercial America.  However,  hoard  data  assembled  by  John  Kleeberg  in 
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TJumismatic  Finds  of  the  Americas  bears  out  Adams’  assertion  that  dimes 
were  rarely  found  in  circulation  from  1796  to  1821.  Of  approximately  400 
hoards  identified  by  Kleeberg  that  were  deposited  in  1796  or  later,  only 
29  contained  dimes,  and  of  these  29,  16  definitely  did  not  contain  any 
dimes  dated  1796-1821.  In  fact,  only  five  of  the  hoards  can  specifically 
be  stated  to  have  contained  dimes  from  this  date  range,  and  just  one  of 
these  held  more  than  a single  example.  It  appears  that  dimes  were  indeed 
“state  secrets”  during  the  first  quartencentury  of  their  existence. 

Adams’  tour-de^force  through  the  disordered  monetary  system  that 
persisted  well  into  the  Federal  era  demonstrated  his  sure  grasp  of  the 
American  coinage  system.  Indeed,  after  a thorough  historical  and  lin^ 
guistic  study  of  the  British  monetary  systems  that  had  preceded  and 
largely  inspired  ours,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  United  States 
had  broken  with  the  British  system  of  coinage  for  good  reason.  The  cum^ 
bersome  calculations  required  to  reckon  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence 
were  clearly  inferior  to  the  elegant  decimalized  operations  of  our  own 
system.  More’s  the  pity,  therefore,  that  we  had  insisted  on  retaining  the 
equally  unwieldy  English  units  of  weights  and  measures. 

For  that  very  reason,  he  found  much  to  admire  in  the  French  system, 
with  decimals  prevailing  not  only  in  coinage,  but  also  in  weights  and 
measures.  Still,  he  found  a few  flaws  therein,  and  concluded  in  any  case 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  recommend  even  a perfectly  decimalized 
system  of  weights  and  measures,  since  the  individual  states  of  the  Union 
would  stoutly  resist  all  efforts  to  impose  a unified  system  upon  their 
idiosyncratic  customs. 

Adams’  recommendation,  therefore,  came  in  two  parts.  First,  he 
hoped  to  fix  national  standards  that  were  close  to  the  varying  standards 
existing  in  the  several  states,  in  hopes  of  persuading  them  to  gradually 
make  small  changes  for  the  sake  of  a single  national  standard.  Second, 
he  advocated  consultation  with  foreign  nations  in  hopes  of  developing, 
over  the  long  term,  a single  universal  set  of  standards. 

After  all  of  the  erudition  displayed  in  his  historical  and  economic 
analysis  of  the  issues,  these  two  recommendations,  which  amounted  to 
half'iTieasures  on  indefinite  timelines,  were  certainly  very  small  beer. 
Just  as  Congress  in  the  early  1790s  had  been  unimpressed  by  Jefferson’s 
report,  and  had  taken  no  action  on  it,  so  too  was  Congress  in  the  early 
1820s  unimpressed  by  Adams’  report,  and  took  no  action  upon  it. 

This  disappointment  hardly  derailed  Adams’  career.  As  Monroe’s 
Secretary  of  State,  he  was  the  principal  author  of  the  Monroe  Doc' 
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